
to me, and I am looking 
forward to celebrating my 
Silver Jubilee this summer. 
I hope that as many of you 
as possible will be able to 
join me on 13th July, when 
I will celebrate the Jubilee 
Mass. We will then have a 
parish celebration, which I 
invite you to join me for, 
on Sunday 25th July, with 
a BBQ in the grounds of St 
Joseph’s Academy Gold-
enhill. You will hear more 
about this as the time 
draws nearer. 

I hope that you like the 
new windows at St Jo-
seph’s. Individual parish-
ioners have donated to 
dedicate some of the win-
dows for loved ones. The 
window of St Joseph is to 
be dedicated to former 
clergy of the parish, and 
the Sacred Heart to past 
parishioners. Donations 
gladly received. 

Today is the Fourth Sunday 
of Easter, which we keep 
as Good Shepherd Sunday. 
We hear in the Gospel the 
words of Jesus describing 
himself as the Good Shep-
herd who lays down his life 
for the sake of his sheep. 
Not only did the Lord 
want us to have a Good 
Shepherd who would lay 
down his life on the Cross 
for us, he also desired that, 
throughout the ages, there 
would be those men who 

would offer their lives for 
the sake of the faithful of 
the Church, the flock of 
Christ, and serve in his 
place, to teach, to sanctify 
and to lead his people. 
That is why today we pray 
for the priests and bishops 
of the Church and pray for 
more vocations to the Sa-
cred Priesthood.  

I am grateful for the past 
twenty-five years of priest-
hood which God has given 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Paschasius Radbert 

785-865 
Paschasius started out in 
life as an abandoned or-
phan but became one of 
the greatest theologians of 
his age. At an early age he 
became a monk, and was 
responsible for founding a 
new monastery in Germa-
ny, serving it as Abbot for 
ten years. He is best 
known for his writings. He 

wrote a great treatise on 
the Eucharist, affirming 
that the Sacrament contains 
to the true Body of Christ, 
and through it we become 
united to Christ personal-
ly. He also wrote a tribute 
to his two mentors, 
Adalhard and Wala, and 
commentaries on the Bi-
ble. He was canonised in 
1073 and his feast day is 
26th April. 
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The Parishes are part of the Archdiocese 
of Birmingham: Registered Charity no. 

234216 

PARISH PRIEST 
Rev Fr Julian C Green 
St Joseph’s Presbytery 
715 High Street  
Stoke-on-Trent ST6 5RD 
Tel: (01782) 782121 
fr.julian.green@rcaob.org.uk 

Parish Secretary 
Teresa Harding 
Tel: (01782) 782121 
Email: 
OLG.parishes@rcaob.org.uk 
Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri 
9am to 3.30pm. Weds, Thurs 
9am to 1pm. 

Safeguarding 
Our safeguarding reps are:  
Biddulph/Packmoor: Julie Shuf-
flebotham & Lorraine Connell 
Goldenhill: Suzanne Meakin 
Kidsgrove: Denise Hewitt 
They can be contacted through 
the Parish Office, or call the 
Diocesan Team on 0121 230 
6240 or safeguarding@rc-
birmingham.org 

Website 
www.partnershipparishes.org 

YouTube Channel 
https://tinyurl.com/wqtqx76 

CHURCHES 

Biddulph English Martyrs’ 
Church, Church Road, Biddulph, 
ST8 6NE  

Goldenhill St Joseph’s Church, 
High Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 
5RD 

Kidsgrove St John the Evange-
list’s Church, The Avenue, 
Kidsgrove, ST7 1AE 

Packmoor St Patrick’s Church, 
Mellor Street, Packmoor, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST7 4SN 
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MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
St Joseph’s Sat 6pm; Sun 10.30am  (Main porch)  
English Martyrs’  Sun 8.30am (Side chapel) 
 

Saturday 24th   6.30pm   Holy Mass for Sunday Kath Bailey 

Sunday 25th 
Fourth Sunday of Easter  
Good Shepherd Sunday 

9.00am    Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

10.00am    Holy Mass Jack Shufflebotham 

 11.00am   Holy Mass John Martin 

Monday 26th                 
Feria 

    Private Mass Special Int (MM) 

Tuesday 27th                 
Feria 

    Private Mass Holy Souls 

Wednesday 28th           
Feria 

    Private Mass Special Int (MM) 

Thursday 29th 
St Catherine of Siena 

    Private Mass Special Int 

Friday 30th                        
St Pius V  

    Private Mass Holy Souls 

Saturday 1st 
St Joseph the Worker 

 6.30pm   Holy Mass Julius & Iris Kaminskas 

Sunday 2nd 
Fifth Sunday of Easter  

9.00am    Holy Mass Iris Sanderson 

10.00am    Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

 11.00am   Holy Mass Peter Moran 

Monday 3rd  
Ss Philip & James 

 6.00pm   Holy Mass Tom Kelly 

Tuesday 4th 
THE ENGLISH MARTYRS 

9.15am    Holy Mass Fr Ollie Kemp 

Wednesday 5th             
Feria 

 6.00pm   Holy Mass Dec of Bailey & Plant families 

Thursday 6th                 
Feria 

    Private Mass Holy Souls 

Friday 7th                      
Feria First Friday 

 6.00pm   Holy Mass Ken Holmes 

Saturday 8th  
Feria 

9.15am    Holy Mass Thanksgiving OL of the Rosary 

 6.30pm   Holy Mass of Sunday Kath & Brian Wakefield 

Sunday 9th  
Sixth Sunday of Easter  

9.00am    Holy Mass George & Barbara Connell,   
Karol Grolik 

10.00am    Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

 11.00am   Holy Mass John Martin 
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Parish Office & Parish Priest’s 
Open House  

Teresa is back in the Parish Office for 
her usual hours, so you will be able 
to contact her for any enquiries dur-
ing those hours (see front of bulletin 
for hours). 

To speak to Fr Julian, please email 
(address on front of bulletin) or 
phone to arrange a meeting. The 
Open House is not currently operat-
ing, but meetings in church are possi-
ble to arrange Baptisms, First Holy 
Communions, Confirmations, Wed-
dings or for any other personal con-
sultation.  

Hospital If you know someone in 
hospital, ask the nurses to call the 
Chaplain on call. Otherwise, please 
call the chaplaincy on 01782 676400, 
and specify that it is the Catholic 
chaplain you want.  

Sacraments & Life Cycle events 
Baptisms Baptisms are going to be permitted from 17th May with 30 people attending. Currently only 6 may attend. 
Weddings Weddings are now permitted with 15 and from 17th May with 30.  
Funerals Funerals, including Requiem Masses, can still take place in church. The number attending funerals is limited to 
30. The number attending auxiliary acts, such as Reception into church and burial of ashes, is 15. This will rise to 30 on 17th 
May. 
All restrictions on numbers attending should be lifted on 21st June, subject to confirmation by HM Government. 
First Holy Communions The remaining children for First Holy Communion will be able to receive the Sacrament after 
Easter. Children in the current Year 3/4 will start preparation after Easter. 
Confirmation The Confirmations which were scheduled to take place in March, and then rescheduled for November, but 
which haven’t yet taken place will take place after Easter.  
Last Sacraments The last rites can and should be celebrated when someone is dying, and there is no restriction on their 
celebration. 

Prayer & life   
workshops 

Prayer & Life Workshops are a 15 
week practical guide to praying and 
living as a Catholic Christian. It par-

ticularly teaches ways of praying 
from the heart using the Scriptures. It 

is an exciting opportunity for us in 
North Staffordshire that the prayer 
guides from Prayer & Life Work-

shops are willing to travel each week 
to put the workshops on for us. 

There is an initial pilot Workshop for 
priests but which is open to others 
who are interested in being part of 

the pilot. We will meet on Saturdays, 
from 1pm to 3pm starting on Satur-
day 8th May, at St Teresa’s Church, 

Trent Vale. 

If you want to be part of this initial 
set of workshops please speak to Fr 

Julian. 

If all goes to plan, there will be fur-
ther workshops locally in the autumn   

confirmations  & first 
holy communion 

We are now able to go ahead and 
celebrate the Confirmations and First 
Holy Communions of the children 
who have been prepared for these 
Sacraments, but have not received 
them. It is easiest if parents contact 
Fr Julian to arrange a date. The ad-
ministration of these Sacraments will 
take place during Saturday evening/
Sunday Masses. Please email or 
phone Fr Julian to arrange a date for 
the celebration. 

registration of   
marriage changes 

From 4th May, there will be a change 
in the way marriages are registered 
civilly in England. From that date, all 
the present manuscript registers will 
be closed and taken out of use, and 
churches will no longer register mar-
riages or issue certificates. All regis-
tration of marriage and issuing of 
certificates will be carried out by the 
Registry Office. The notification to 
the Registry Office, and the celebra-
tion of marriage in church, is not 
changing. However, instead of the 
two blue forms presently given to the 
couple, a single white ‘schedule’ will 
be given after the 28 day notice peri-
od. It is this form which will now be 
signed at the wedding, rather than 
the registers. We will then send the 
signed form in to the registry office, 
who will then be able to issue the 
certificates of marriage. 

feast of the     
English martyrs 

Come and join the celebration of the 
patrons of our parish in Biddulph, the 

Martyrs of England. 

The Mass will be celebrated on Tues-
day 4th May at 9.15am at English 

Martyrs’ church. 

The day of prayer before the Blessed 
Sacrament is being postponed until 

the restrictions in church are relaxed. 

fr Julian’s silver  
jubilee 

This year is Fr Julian’s Silver Jubilee 
of Ordination, on 13th July. It is tra-
ditional to celebrate this milestone. 

However, this year, it is very difficult 
to know what to plan. There will 

certainly be a Mass on the evening of 
Tuesday 13th July at 7pm at St Jo-

seph’s.  

There will be a further parish cele-
bration on Sunday 25th July with a 

BBQ for all our Partnership of Parish-
es, as well as Fr Julian’s family and 
friends. Volunteers are needed to 
help with the BBQ, refreshments, 

and organisation. It will take place at 
St Joseph’s Academy, Goldenhill 

starting at 12.30pm. 



NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

Sanctuary Lamp Dedications 
Dedications for w/b 25th April: 
St Joseph’s: Frank Welsh; John & 
Mary Leese 
English Martyrs’: Winifred Maughan 
& family; Lina Brinicombe 
Dedications for w/b 2nd May: 
St Joseph’s:  Malcolm Grandfield; 
Leese & Potts family 
Please put donation (£5 min) in 
an envelope. Write on ‘Sanctuary 
lamp’ and preferred church and 
intention.  

PARISH REGISTERS 
First Holy Communion 
Congratulations to John Ward, Hugh 
Purcell and Bridget Ward who re-
ceived First Holy Communion at St 
Joseph’s on 25th April. 
Confirmation 
Congratulations to John Ward, Julius 
Ward and Hugh Purcell who were 
confirmed at St Joseph’s on 25th 
April. 
Deaths 
Of your charity, please pray for the 
soul of Daniel Killeen. Requiem 
Mass will be offered for the repose of 
his soul on Wednesday 12th May at 
11am at St Joseph’s, followed by 
committal at Bradwell Crematorium. 
(Please note change of date.) 
And also for the soul of Mary Kath-
leen Clarke. Funeral arrangements 
later. 

Requiescant in pace 
Numbers permitted to attend are 
strictly limited to 30 at a funeral 
in church. Please do not come to a 
funeral without asking the family. 
Those who turn up without their 
name being on the list will not be 
admitted. Thank you. 

parish giving 
To avoid waste and to simplify the 
system many envelope numbers have 
changed. Please throw away any old 
envelopes that you have from before 
April 2021, to avoid confusion in the 
parish office. Please read the notice 
below to understand the changes to 
the system... 
Offertory Gift Aid Envelopes 
From April 2021 parishioners who 
pay their offertory by standing order 
will no longer receive a box of num-
bered envelopes. There may be an 
occasion when you would like to 
make a donation over and above your 
standing order amount so there will 
be gift aid envelopes available in each 
church to enable you to do this. Box-
es of numbered envelopes will still be 
available for tax payers who Gift Aid 
but do not pay by standing order.  
Non-Gift Aid Envelopes 
We will not be ordering numbered 
envelopes for parishioners who are 
not able to Gift Aid their donation. 
Your donation can be made loose or 
you can have a box of unnumbered 
envelopes. These are available, if you 
want them, so please just ask! 
If you have a box of envelopes 
with a new number or no num-
ber, this isn’t a mistake. There is no 
need to try to change it back! Please 
dispose of any old envelopes. 

Fifth Sunday of Easter: John 15:1-8 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that bears no fruit he cuts 
away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes to make it bear even more. You are pruned already, by means of the 
word that I have spoken to you. Make your home in me, as I make mine in you. As a branch cannot bear fruit all by itself, but 
must remain part of the vine, neither can you unless you remain in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever re-
mains in me, with me in him, bears fruit in plenty; for cut off from me you can do nothing. Anyone who does not remain in 
me is like a branch that has been thrown away – he withers; these branches are collected and thrown on the fire, and they are 
burnt. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may ask what you will and you shall get it. It is to the glory of 
my Father that you  should bear much fruit, and then you will be my disciples.’ 

Sixth Sunday of Easter: John 15:9-17 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you. Remain in my love. If you keep my command-
ments you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and remain in his love. I have told you this 
so that my own joy may be in you and your joy be complete. This is my commandment: love one another, as I have loved 
you. A man can have no greater love than to lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends, if you do what I command 
you. I shall not call you servants any more, because a servant does not know his master’s business; I call you friends, because I 
have made known to you everything I have learnt from my Father. You did not choose me: no, I chose you; and I commis-
sioned you to go out and to bear fruit, fruit that will last; and then the Father will give you anything you ask him in my name. 
What I command you is to love one another.’ 

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Weekly Draws: 25/4/2021 
£20 93 K Burgess; £10 113 G Wood-
ward. Monthly Draw £50 80 C 
Hancock; £25 41 S Grandfield; £25 
57 J Sadler. Monthly and quarterly 
payments are now due.  

Lenten Alms Collections Thank 
you to those who were generous in 
our Lenten Alms Collections this 
year. The following amounts were 
raised and sent off: 
Lepra   £320 
St Chad’s Sanctuary   £317 
Number 11   £232 
CAFOD   £192 
Holy Places £287 
We have already received a thank you 
from Lepra, who said it will help 
them treat 13 leprosy sufferers. 


